Civics  

Course Syllabus (2nd Semester)
Week of 1/9-1/13

1. Introduction to US Government and intro to course

a. What is government?

b. What is the purpose of government

c. How does it work?

d. How has it changed?

e. How do I get involved?

2. Read chapter 1 Section 1 and Outline Due 1/16/06
3. Read hand out on Political philosophers

Week of 1/16-1/20

1. Class discussion on “what is government” , what is a “state”, what is the purpose of government, “Origins of state” and political philosophers

       2. Political Philosopher assignment given (Due 1/23)
       3. Read Chapter 1 Section 2 by 1/18
4. Forms of government, relationships between branches, parliamentary and presidential forms of government
5. Read Chapter 1 section 3 by 1/20
6. Five Concepts of Democracy/ Why will democracy in Iraq be a struggle?  and Capitalism and Democracy
7. Chapter 1 Assessment #1-34 Due 1/23
Week of 1/23-27

1. Political Philosopher essay due/  Chapter 1 Assessment DUE

2. Read Chapter 2 Section 1 and 2 by 1/25
3. Read Section 3and 4 by 1/27

4. Discussion and notes on Declaration of Independence, Articles of Confederation and writing of the Constitution

5. Quiz?

Week of 1/30-2/3

1. Finish discussion and notes on Constitution

2. Read Chapter 2 Section 5 by 1/30
3. Ratification Process- Federalist vs. Anti-Federalist /  Federalist Paper essay-Due 2/6/06
4. Chapter 2 Quiz?

5. Read Chapter 3 Section 1and 2 by 2/3
6. 6 Principles of the Constitution notes (Pages xvi-xvii in front of book)
7. Process of Amending the Constitution

8.  A closer look at the 27 Amendments
9. Chapter 3 Assessment due 2/6/06
Week of 2/6-2/10 
      1.  Read chapter 4 section 1 and 2 by 2/10
      2. Detailed Discussion of Federalism and group assignment

      3. State-Federal cooperation Section 3
      4.The Constitution in Detail  (pages 758-779)

Week of 2/13-17
1. Continue Discussion on Constitution and Bill of Rights

2. Read Chapter 19 Sections 1-3 by 2/17
3. Read Chapter 20 Sections 1-4 by 2/21
Week of 2/21-2/24

1. Finish Constitution and Bill of Rights

2. Review Chapters 1-4 and 19, 20

3. *****TEST*****

Week of 2/27-3/3

1. Explanation of Political Parties, Political Party quizzes, history of Parties in American government and Coalition governments
2. Read Chapter 5 Section 1, 2 and 3 by 3/1
3. Chapter 5 Assessment Due on 3/3
4. Read Chapter 6 Sections 1-2 by 3/6

5. Discussion on voting, voters and voter behavior
Week of 3/6-3/10
